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HAVE read, with great concern, Mr. 
Mackintoſh's Book, which, under pre- 
PIO tence of being-a Defence of the French Con- 
ſtitution and its Engliſh Admirers, is, in 
fact, the ſevereſt libel on our own, government 5 
that has yet appeared, and of a very dan- 
gerous tendency, It is very much to be la- 
nted, that talents luch as his, _ ſeemingly 
intended for more virtuous purpoſes, if pro- 
perly applied, ſhould be proſtituted to kindle 
a flame in his native country, and ſow diſ- 
e,tisfaction and ſedition among the lower claſs 


of people, who are not capable of Judging | 
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of an argument as bandled by him, Mr. ö 
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Paine, and De. Price; "nal while; gecording 5 
to their tenets, conſiſts of nothing more than 

1 conviction, that all mankind are born equal! 
| and that the majority of individuals in ay 

4 | 5 nation, poſſeſs a right to declare themſelves | 

1 the law of that ſtate to which they belong ; - 

; and that no body, or ſociety of men, unleſs - - 

1 ſo modeled and governed, can be conſidered 

5 in any other view than that of laves, truckle- 

- . Jang to the aſſumed authority of deſpots and 
crowned ruffians ; ; that the conſtitution = 

|  - * England, as now formed, is an inſult „ ee 

freedom; that it is a conſtitution, not of 

g check, but of conſpiracy, and which con 

+ © Tpiracycan only be repreſs d by the energy of këwZh 

e Popular opinion. And Mr. Mackintoſh calls 

9 boldly « on every citizen to conſider the ſource 
„ oppreſſion, and to join with him in 
melting 8. their partial grievances into one great 

maſs. | Let them ceaſe, he ſays, to ſue for 
redreſs, as 4 boon, from the arrogance of 

1 | uſurpers; ; but to demand it as oppreſſed « citi- 

l  zens ought to ſpeak, (I ſuppoſe he means at 

„55 point of the bayonet ;) and ane 23 

he, tranhied e muſt dread. * 
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TT ak his preface to this modeſt ohiRiooidy he' 

1 bs the impudence to aſſert, that he defies s g 
to find in this volume (meaning his own, "| _ |; 

. book) any one paſſage not in the higheſt de- 3 . | 
| 


| _ gree favourable to peace and ſtable govern- 

Fr © that. the partiality of his friends con- 
„ him to be indolent, and the hoſtility of © 

3 „ | enemies will not. deny his temper to be mil. 1 
—S— Buta ſtranger has no occaſion. to apply either 
do the one or the other for an account of his | 
„ private virtues; they are perfectly diſcernible _ 1 


F 125 x . in his work, and worth a thouſand certifi- | 
antes, either from himſelf or his friends: and 0 
. provided he had contented himſelf with en- 
1 5 | Joyin g his admiration of the new; £ rench 


conſtitution in private, \ without making it 
a plea for introducing its principles into he 
government of this country, he ſhould, have 
been very welcome to the fruits of his private _ 
rapture and exultation, without my animad- | 15 
verſion. To be ſure, if it had pleaſed him, 
at the ſame time, to have taken himſelf off 
0 that happy and virtuous country of free- . 
e Sis in company with his friend and fellow- 
| labourer, Mr, Thomas Paine; 3 and even if F 
he had humbled us ſo rough as to have carried | 
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2 We to eg our own government, in orde 
that he, and ſuch aſſociates, may pat 
f a conſtitution, where, accordin 
Fnition of right, every individual of the 
1 Tepublick will be preſent (when aſſembled 
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Price and Dr. * and their p ir philoſophy 
along with him, the country would have en- 
: deavoured to ſuſtain the loſs, with that humi- _ 
lity which becomes a nation when they are 

puniſhed by the diſpenſation ef Providence. 
But as this is not the will of Mr: Mackin- 


toſh, and as he chuſes to remain in this neſt 


1 of ſlavery and corruption, no doubt from a 
motive of humanity to the unenlightened part 
of his countrymen, I hop 
leave to offer ſome reſiſtance to theſe: vague 
and indefinite terms of Equality and the 

1 Rights of Won and that we may be per- 


e he will give us 


tle, before we conſent. to 


h us up 
18 to their de- 


in convention, in perſon, or * his _ | 


| ſentative 2 8 es” "eos 1 5 105 ah i 


f : : | bodies; inc oppofition to th e | ſenſe of is pet 5 LE 
will be but as duſt in the balance. en the 1 
1 e of voices of the 
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the machine, ene Wen they, are 
TY of. ee 
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low EY for'o one, 1 ood, qpenly de- 
clare, that I am totally 2gainſt ſuch. a nn 


9 terous repreſentation; 3 that 1 55 am convinced 


there is not the ſmalleſt occaſion for ſuch a 
ARE and if it was to take place, there 
to be looked for but anarchy and 


reſolved, whatever athers do, that I will 


ſtand by that well · poiſed balance of our pre- 
ſent conſtiti 


tion, as handed down to us by 
our anceſtors, as long as I am able; and 1 


am perſuaded, the beſt. and. moſt virtuous 5 


men in the kingdom are of the ſame mind. 


Nay, that the bulk of thoſe gentlemen w om ; 


he {tiles friends of the people, and members 


8 of the Whig and Revolution Societies, when 
it comes to the teſt, will ſtand by the conſti- 


and arm in defence of peace and good 
Jer: ar d that they look to a repreſentation 
the Feaples by a r majority of voices 
eteſ teſtath Ol and abhor- 
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bs eve; and as che certain Oy immediate 8 | 
1 harbinger of Bas ann cg ws _— 


virtue. 


fot 10 15 W he and his friends make a diſtinc- 
a between natural and civil rights, between 
equality of rank and equality of property. 
But who has told them, that a repreſen- 
tation of the mob, when they are poſſeſſed 
of the power, are to guide themſelves by 
their hypocritical diſtinctions; and having 
pointed out to them the right of equality, 
| will they then cringe to them, and ſay their 
N principles only extended to give them equa- 
\ . lity of rank, and the right of repreſentation; F 
pi + but that they muſt ſtop there, and not i- | 5 
I] — vade private property, which ought to be 
18 held facred and inviolable? Will they not 
1 . 5 very naturally anſwer, as the members of | g 
te third eſtate in France did to the kings 
fo: miniſters, viz. The repreſentatives of the „ 
1 people, legally aſſembled, have no orders 1 = 
HE receive? I think, if Mr. Mackintoſh expect 8 


= © from fuch an aſſembly any other anſwer, or i 
i any other conduct, he may be a very greav TiN 
of. philoſopher and metaphyſical ginzler ; but 


„„ can - 
he 3 not the wiſeſt of men. Does 


he believe, when the maſs of the c common 5 
people have obtained an equality of. rank, 7 


and have the power in their own hands, 
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that they will not make free with an equal 


| ſhare of F alſo? And after theſe wiſe 5 
; have effected. $4 over 
throw of the regular government, are they 


philoſophic heads 


going to perſuade the mob to be contented 


. 1th the ſha 


E ſoon make the ſhare very unequal, and ren- 


as duſt in the balance. It would be v 


— 


der che preſent middling and higher orders 
1 the nation, as he very aptly obſerves, but - 


_ difficult to hazard even a gueſs, what would 
. be the end of ſuch a government. But we 
03 © > e ane 1 , without che INS of No 


1 adow, and to relinquiſh the ſubw- 
ſtance, juſt when they have got it within 
their graſp? I think the concluſion to be 
dravyn, from the ãdmiſſion of the lower order 
of the people to a ſhare of the government, | 
„i very obvious. I do not ſay an equal ſhare, 
= or av ie evident, and cannot have eſcaped 
the ſagacity of Mr. Mackintoſh, that a pro- 
9 portion of twenty- nine out of thirty, would 
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| | end geht, to foreſee chav! ite carntion 
3 could not be long, and thät a total change 
1 of property would take place immediately; 
Whether the preſent higher and middling 
nanks, who would then be the vulgar, Would 
| be able, by joining with the diſcontented 
part of the then government, to overſet 
their conſtitution, will not be _ to _ | 5 
jecture. But this I preſume tain, 
whenever ſuch. a. ſcheme ſ ould! be "thought 8 
4 practicable, the promoters of the preſent 5 

| Avelling: doctrines would be ready to join in 
ſuch a virtuous work. I do not even know _ 
ck cintoſh, WhO ang or if he f „% 


5 at take; but if we may * of the . 
preſent by paſt circumſtances, we may ob- 
ſerve in general, that it is not thoſe men 
who have moſt to loſe, Shs diſcover the 
3 greateſt avidity for revolutions ; and I ob- 
ſerve in conformity this maxim, that as 
matters draw nearer to a criſis, and ſeditious 1 
diſcourſes and publications bode ſome dan- 
gerous innovation, the people of rank and 
property, even thoſe whe 8 N differ in 


1 * 
_ 3 
1 . 


ing to that con- 
ſtitution which he repreſents to be ſo vicious 
and corrupt. 


5 port of government, a. n 


ſpectable and enlightened part of the nation 
are convinced, Ahebe 3 is no defect in our con- 


ee Ms ths mem ders of chat Dons 


ful nation, in a bela e A for 4 5 


longer courſe of time, than has ever 
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then, ſhould we render 


nt "ue W other” 1 "the ä 


This is a very good ſign of 
the- general will, and a proof, that the re- 


ourſelves of ſuch bleflings, if we ſhould con- 


N 


: ben our per 
hands of theſe intereſted philoſophers and 
politicians; v 


ons and our property into the 


who under the maſk (the vulgar | 
"m7 nk diſtributing 8 vr ality to the lower 


e ranks | 


[Op of people, are. ever. PPS to \ take . £ 
vantage of the convulſion attending ſuch 1 
5 change, and to mount up by means of the | 


ignorance and credulity of the multitude, | 


into that conſequence and power, which they 
£ are incapable of attaining in temperate time 
1 and under regular government. If we take 

a view of the change that has happened = 


Sy 


a neighbouring nation, we ſhall not find 


Fi much to admire in their new y conſtitution. 2 
The promoters of that revolution, and after- 
wards (under their auſpices), the repreſen- 
tatives of the vulgar in national aſſembly 1 


and convention, have been guilty of every 


| cnormity and barbarity, civil and religious, 5 5 
that can diſgrace and degrade the human 

mind; ſeizing the revenues of the church; * 
murdering and baniſhing by the ſame vote, 


almoſt the whole body of the ariſtocracy, and 


confiſcating their property, is among the 
firſt proofs the French give of the ſacred 
rights and equality of man; bringing to . 


public trial their king, whole: perſon, in the 


very firſt act of the revolution, they ſolemnly - 
ſwore to defend and hold facred; 
10 * laws ned e to We oh- 
* 5 . | fence, . 
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5 e and which laws-were Sn 1 1 5 

| for the t 20 Sing ancien Fil his 7 
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1 bete uf the leading mer abe ers 56 na on- 
vention, with more propriety, vote to con- 
ſider him as already convicted, though hot 4 
6 ed, and to paſs ſentence upon him with- | 
out loſs of time. Such repeated ſcenes of 
| 0 wickedneſs and barbarity, were never before 
<<, <cxhibited in any country at any time. The 
. of nations receive, with them, no greater 
regard than that of nature. On the com- 
mencement of their career, they affected to 
conciliate foreigners to their revolution by 
|| | a vote they paſſed and ſwore to, with every 
| :- wa ſolemnity, viz that the firſt maxim of 
3 their government was to renounce war in 
every poſſible ſhape, but that of ſelf-defence ; - 
and their reſolutions were, to prove them- _ 
 - ſelves to be citizens of the world, and live 
with all mankind as. friends and brothers. 2 
But they had no ſooner ſecured, in ſome de. 
gree, their own” power, and without giving 
2 themſelves time to breathe after this deli: 
berate von than they made war upon two 
RE a A » 


. i 
„ 
wp 


iQ B67; 2 „ 
of the greateft powers' of Europe, withou 


any oſtenſible reaſon in the world, unleſs it 


was that the king of one of thoſe nations 
was related to their unfortunate queen, and 
bad given ſhelter to ſome of the nobles who 
been proſcribed by this virtuous people, 

"Horſe they could not conſcientiouſly ſub- 
ſcribe to their new tenets; and having 
gained ſome advantage in their firſt eſſays of 
military {kill, they are now declaring them- 
| ſelves enemies to all nations, who will not 
din their notions of. government, and have 
en ſet a price upon the crowned heads 
of Europe; ſending ſpies and miſſionaries into 
every country, to convert the ſubjects thereof 
to their own deteſtable doctrines; and taking 
every ſtep their enthuſiaſtic pa can 8 


e eee univerſal def) pa 


„Sach are hs effects of theſe bleſſed x 5 5 


bY . theſe virtuous acts of the general will, 


Which Mr. Mackintoſh Propoſes to intro- 
duce into this country, the citizens of which, 
he pretends to commiſerate, as living 1 under 


the influence of tyranny and oppreſſio bh But 
. cannot be a n | 


a mark of the mild- | 


f 


, 


EP EE lage, and ae out this political venom, 4% 
Ss the injury of the well- diſpoſed and peace- ; 


„ art 4550 community; and that it does 
- d of equality and fre- 
„„ 7 vg o # Every country he and his fello w- 

iVbourers are much fitter to be members, 


| 3s the grievance of hearing, 


„ 5884 intereſted demag gues, of evi 


| do. not exiſt, and 
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